MAREDA MEETING

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 21, 2008

A Morning with Bishop Sklba

“Dignity of the Human Person from the standpoint of Bibical witness and the Church’s Social Teaching”

Bishop Sklba began with going over the Economic Justice for all- A Catholic Framework for Economic Life, A statement of the US Bishops.
1. The economy exists for the person, not the person for the economy.

Remember that economy is for the person,(can replace economy with politics)

2. All economic life should be shaped by moral principles.  Economic choices and institutions must be judged by how they protect or undermine the life and dignity of the human person, support the family and serve the common good.

Stretch out issues of person, life and dignity of individual.

Economic choices- what is the impact of this choice on the person

Cannot be based on stockholders, but on the worker, their family, the common good of community

How large do you draw the circle of community?

3. A fundamental moral measure of any economy is how the poor and vulnerable are faring.

Not just the individual, but the poor or need individual

4. All people have a right to life and to secure the basic necessities of life (e.g., food, clothing, shelter, education, healthcare, safe environment, economic security)

The poor in the shadow of the rich
5. All people have the right to economic initiative to productive work, to just wages and benefits to decent working conditions, as well as to organize and join unions or other associations.

Biblical Scholar Carol and Eric Meyer wrote a study of the women’s economy of Israel were cottage based (weaving).  Women were the economic leaders in this industries

6. All people, to the extent they are able, have a  corresponding duty to work, a responsibility to provide for the needs of their families and an obligation to contribute to the broader society.

The role of the individual

7. In economic life, free markets have both cleat advantages and limits; government has essential responsibilities and limitations; voluntary groups have irreplaceable roles, but cannot substitute for the proper working of the market and the just policies of the state.
8.  Society has a moral obligation, including governmental action where necessary, to assure opportunity, meet basic human needs and pursue justice in economic life.

9. Workers, owners, managers, stockholders, and consumers are moral agents in economic life.  By our choices, initiative, creativity, and investment, we enhance or diminish economic opportunity, community life, and social justice.

They are tied together in distinctive ways

10. The global economy has moral dimensions and human consequences.  Decisions on investment, trade, aid, and development should protect human life and promote human rights, especially for those most in need wherever they might live on this globe.

These are Global dimensions

These are the principles that are formulated for out discussion.

Human Dignity in Scripture- 3000 years of reflection in both the Old and New Testament

2 Fundamental Biblical convictions

1) Primacy of the Community- Biblical presumption, you were a member of a group first, then an individual second.  In Exodus 19:3-8 “You are my people, my special possession “segula” is the Hebrew word that describes a piece of jewelry that belongs to a woman, it is her possession not of the tribe, perhaps her dowry.  The people of God are His “segula.”  It is difficult for conversions in the Near/ Middle East to Christianity, because it is separate from the tribe.  When a person introduces themselves they say they tribe/family first then individuality.  In the Old Testament we see that Punishments were not just for an individual but for the whole tribe/family.  A curse or a blessing would be on three generations.  Even in the New Testament, we see things as group, “You are the salt of the earth” the Greek translation is not you singular, but y’all (you all) In the English translation we see the single you, but most cases means you all.
In Genesis- Adam is created according to God’s image and likeness.  Image-“salahm’ meaning shady

Likeness- “icon” Greek word meaning picture

How are we the image of God?  Scholastics would say ability, free will, intellect

2) Emergence of the Individual

Call of Abraham and Sarah- Abraham was called to be a blessing.  The individual takes on characteristic of having a purpose.

Prophets were called by name- Jeremiah was called from his mother’s womb.

Christian talk about individual baptism in Christ- person as individual as well as communal

God as creator of every single person chosen to be called into existence.  Each member has a sense of mission, called with a purpose.

In the Lutheran/Catholic dialogue that Bishop Sklba has been a part of he discusses with the former Lutheran Bishop that for Lutherans the Church is the occasion of grace, but for Catholics, the Church is the instrument of grace.
Time for Questions and statements for Bishop Sklba

General Meeting

Nomination time for Board- Bob Boehm will lead the nomination and discernment.  Positions up for nomination: Chair, recording secretary, WDREF representation, and treasurer.
Maureen talked about different opportunities for members to be a part of .

WDREF Convention- Awards at Convention, there are grants available for Convention and Retreat.  Convention for 2008 will be November 13/14 Pre-convention is November 12. WDREF  Communications Committee need a member of MAREDA to be on their committee, majority of work will be communicating via-email.

Treasury Report- See Report Sheet

Membership Secretary- Membership is down, people are looking for value to belonging to MAREDA.  Statements that are heard are: why go to MAREDA events when JPII Center offers programs.  We support one another in our own districts- what is the need of  membership?  As MAREDA we need to look at expanding or changing.  What do we need to do?  Looking at adding file sharing on the website, listing of other organizations to help each other.  We will be working directly with districts to get membership.  As members we are all responsible for MAREDA- going back to what Bishop Sklba said, we are all part of the tribe.
We concluded the meeting by forming small groups and completing the statement: It would be a benefit to me if MAREDA….

Answers:

More advocacy
Communicate better

Networking

“union mentality”

Challenge of traveling to meetings

Community

Independent voice- counter voice

Voice for intergenerational  (new trends)

Stress Management- ministers wear more than one hat

More Representation

More support

How can we work with the Archdiocese (networking, program interest)

Emailing more with link to website

Time to share success stories on website

Common Calendar (Archdiocese- MAREDA- Districts-Clusters)

MAPA-MAREDA meeting

Some Cluster meetings have replaced MAREDA

Districts don’t see a need for MAREDA for DYMs

Time Factor

Job Cutbacks

Some doing 2 jobs- one in ministry and one outside of ministry 

Community building
Ask others why they are not active

MAREDA/WDREF links to other websites

Research  other diocese 

Be a presence at Archdiocesan Meetings

Concluded with Lunch from Panera bread sponsored by RCL/Benzinger Including Silver Burdett Ginn

Respectfully Submitted,

Lety Gutierrez-Kenny

