MAREDA MEETING

April 8, 2008

Zabrina Deckert
Background: Began in Parish Ministry, Degrees in Religious Education moved into the Archdiocesan offices about 10 years ago as an advocate in the Tribunal, then was sent to Catholic University in Washington DC for Canon Law.

Zabrina first started off by saying that she is not a moral theologian, she is a canon lawyer.  The Law is a way to assist people.  The law is not a way to control or beat people down.  We are to be advocates for the people of God.  It is our responsibility to educate others in the law.  The Code of Canon law is for the people of God ; there are rights and responsibility.  People have the right to know what the Church teaches, the Church has an obligation to educate the people.
First we will look at what is the definition of marriage-

We who act as ministers of the Church need to know the law and are obligated to teach the official teaching of the Church.  The people deserve to know what the Church teaches if they are to have a well formed conscience so they can make a choice.  We pass on formation to those we minister to.

Zabrina took questions that people wanted addressed 

· Baptism of a child of a Homosexual couple or a child of a non-married heterosexual couple

· Allowing a child of a homosexual couple/ non-married heterosexual couple living together into a Catholic School
· People who serve as ministers that live together (both homosexual & heterosexual couples)

· What is a disorder? ( i.e. Lesbianism –is not the orientation of a person)

· Parents are concerned that teens belong to Gay/Lesbian clubs at school

· In RCIA, the process of having to go through an annulment

The Church calls and expects all Homosexuals to practice chastity.

USCCB published “Always our Children- Pastoral Care of Homosexual Persons”- it is not the answer, but it has good information in it.   The Bishops recognize that A person is far more than their sexual orientation.

Lisa Metz from DSHA  brought up that her students reading this document found an underlining tone of letting parents know that it is not their fault their children are homosexual.  Zabrina stated that when talking with young people to have a “disclaimer.”

Young people think, “Why should I care- they are my friends.”  Zabrina continued to share about a discussion she had with her goddaughter, a 19 year old.  Her goddaughter’s view was “As long as your not like them (evangelicals) it’s okay. 

The church expects us to be chaste (all people both heterosexual & homosexuals)

Different cultural acceptance of sexual implication (same sex unions are not okay)

Young people need to be taught to balance out what culture teaches.

We focus on sex and we have to remember that we are spiritual beings first.

Our identity is second- We are Catholic, we are Caucasian, Hispanic, etc

Our sexual orientation is only part of our identity.  We need to know where we come from. (history)

Prior to Vatican II- homosexuality was an abomination.  The psychology at the time stated that it was.  We now embrace everyone in their personhood.

Marriage was more about contract than covenant. Canon 1055 (revision 1917 code)- Matrimonial covenant by which a man and  woman establish a partnership of the whole of life ordered to procreation of offspring.  It is a covenant, a sacrament between man and woman.  This is why same sex marriage is not accepted.  A homosexual union is not open to procreation (this does not mean adoption).

There are parallels throughout the Book of Canon Law

Paragraph 2: Consent- act of the will of the man and woman

Canon 1058: Who can marry?  All persons who are not prohibited by law (if not a man and woman you are prohibited)

Canon 1096: marriage is a permanent condition open to procreation

The thinking used to be that you get marriage to have children “…good of the spouses partnered with procreation and education of children)

Homosexual Lifestyle is genetic- This is not a chosen lifestyle- the person needs to be loved and cared for and shown compassion.
The Church works in parallel with state laws but the Church laws will not change laws.

Canon law gives order to the church.  Science has not changed Canon law, but theology has.  Canon law is a guide.  (There is also Liturgical law)

In the publication, “Always our Children” on page 3, states that there is no single cause for homosexuality- genetic, hormonal.  The orientation is not sinful, the person did not choose this. (Catechism 2358- they do not choose)  
QUESTIONS

Baptism- Pastor has the final decision


-The sacrament asks only one thing- that the child be raised in the faith.

- It becomes a theological debate- do you punish the child for the sins of the parents?


-What about those parents who are not married and ask for baptism?

-As long as there is a well-founded faith that the child will be brought up in the faith.
- If they want the baptism during the liturgy, pastors must avoid scandal, we must be honest with the people of God.  If they insist that it has to be done during the liturgy, they may be doing it as a statement and not for the benefit of the child.

Schools- Pastor & Principal has final say.  Have it worked out with a good reason for yes or no.

· Effects not just that child and/or family, but every family in the school.

· No is easier because it effects just that family

· If yes, it could cause a scandal in the parish.

· Could use the argument of divorced family, single parents, living together, but not married, etc.

The law protects everyone equally.

Official Ministries (i.e. Lectors, Extraordinary Ministers)
· People are commissioned to do this work in the Church.  

· Need to have guideline- if guidelines are irregular with the church they can’t be part.

· Sense of scandal- if an openly gay person is doing ministry, the Pastor has the right and the responsibility to address 

· Need to educate people-either the individual using catechesis

· Use consultation with the parish council and parish staff

· Ask again about those living together, etc

Justice and Pastoral Issue- it is both/and

It is not an easy decision and will hurt someone, but it needs to be dealt with and not left to fester.

Justice isn’t always fair.  

You need to be honest- its not always easy.

Know the stance of the Church and teach.  You have to trust that they are formed, then they can choose.

What they choose is their responsibility and accept the ramifications.

Jesus wanted to treat others with respect.  If he spoke his truth, they would understand.  Jesus pushed the boundaries.

Canon Law is like the trunk of a tree- it is sturdy, rooted.  It has its branches (issues) that go so far.  If you go too far, it’ll break off.
End of Bishop’s letter- “human person  is made in the image of God… all have difficulties…

If you need to get Zabrina Deckert her direct line is 414-769-3302

BUSINESS MEETING

Discernment of Chariperson

WDREF Representative- Lety Gutierrez-Kenny

Treasurer- Rosalie Sass

Recording Secretary- Theresa Machel

Dave Baudry has volunteered to be chairperson. This will be discerned and addressed next meeting

MAREDA awards- Award for Excellence in Catechetical Ministry



        Award for Scholarship

These award applications will be on the website.  Recognize award winners at the final meeting in June.   All application/recommendations need to be in by May1st.

Treasury- see report

Membership Report- By June will hopefully be able to advertise what is going on for next year.  Districts will be emailed events of what is going on.  We will hopefully be able to advertise more through members.  Will have a shareshop on the website.  We want to give value back to membership.  Need to re-establish what MAREDA does/ benefits to belonging to MAREDA.

Planning Committee- meetin April 24th at St. Vincent Pallotti at 12 Noon.

WDREF- planning for convention 2008.  Bob Boehm and Bob Nolan are working on Publicity.  Convention will be in Stevens Point November 13 & 14th.

Upcoming Events- MAREDA retreat with Tom Zanzig June 4 & 5 at Siena Center in Racine.  General meeting will be Wednesday morning June 4th.  Registration is on the website.
Respectfully submitted,

Lety Gutierrez-Kenny

